
.

istence themselves, or have counted to largely oo idea paying the militia officers and non-

commissioned officers for their time;

which if spent in the former would aooa
effect the discipline of the latter.

' WILLIAM II. HARRISON.

tofore done, convince those who attempt in this
manner to operate upon their credulity, of tht
folly of seeking to accomplish, in thit country,

only rendered in a great degree useless,

but is abo unreasonably burdensome.

By the Federal Constfmtion, Congress
has the power to provide for calling forth

the militia to execute the laws of tho

Union, supross insurrection and repel in-

vasion. The militia force provided for

these purposes, by existing laws, and

which to render it effective, is compelled

to be at all times provided with arms, ac-

coutrements and amunition, and to be

mustered and drilled at stated periods,

and kept always ready for service, compri-

ses, with limited and ennumerated ex-

emptions, the whole of the able-bodie- d

ma whito population of the United

Sates, between tha ages of eighteen and
forty-five- . When it is considered that the

number of these, according to official re

1'mctd lhat h progreii of thie works

hould b accelerated by th Federal
rtn; tbey will not refuse to come to iome

ptoptr conw4rtuionl arrangement upon

ih cbject Toe aupportion " that an

quitabloule, which pays a proper re-
sist to (he interests and condition of the
different States could fail to receive ul-

timately the constitutional sanction,
iruld be doing Injustice to the intell'i-guice- of

the country. By such a settle-tae- nt

of the question, our political sys-

tem; in addition to the other advantages

derived from it, would, in relation to this

subjoct at least, be relieved from those

iafcgerous shocks which spring from

tereities of opinion upon constitutions'
points of deep interest; and, in the mean

time, the resources of the country would

political objects by tuch discreditable meant.
I have the honor to he, gentlemen,

Veir respectfully,
. Your obedient servant,

M. VAN BCREN.
To Messrs. John B. Cary, A. G. Hudgint, Thot,.

Jones, and G. A. Cary, of Elizabeth City
eounty, Virginia.

THE STANDARD;
OF THE MILITIA.

It is proper to remind our readers, that

at the commencement of the last session

of Congress, tho Secretary of War sug

gested to Congress that tho Militia of
the United States ought to be divided

into classes, the younger class to be more

thoroughly drilled than at present; and

the older classes relieved from muster--

ug altogether. lie did not go into de

tail ; lie gave no plan or scheme, by which

this system was' to be carried out; in

fact, lie said but few words on the sub

ject. It was in allusion to this sugges
tion, that Mr. Van Buren said, iu his

message, he could not too strongly rec

ommend the plan 10 the consideration of
Congress. In doing so, he followed in

the footsteps of Washington, Jefferson,
Madison, Monroe and Jackson; all of
whom had recommended such a classifi

cation, iheir reason tor doing so is ob-

vious. The present system is little bet
ter' than a farce. What do men learn
under it, that would qualify them to de
fend their country against a foreign ene
my? Nothing. Some change then is

necessary; and as all military men de

spair of effectually drilling all the militia
of the Union; they have unanimously

agreed that a part shall ba drilled; and

the romainder relieved from tho burden
and 'expense of mustering. This is

Gen. Harrison's plan as presented to

Congress in a report and bill, at three
successive sessions of Congress, in 1817,

'18 and'19. Yet his supporlera ore now

brawling against Mr. Van Buren and Mr.

Poinsett, from ono end of (he country to

tho other, for recommending the same

thing. Qucre? As Gen. Harrison nev-

er changes, and as wo are referred to his

former acts and declarations, for his pre
sent opinions; ia ho notstiil in fuvorof this

plan whilst all his friends aro denouncing
it? Will hit Committee answer?

Some have objected to the expenso of
paying the 100,000 men who would be

drillod atinually ; for, it is one, and not
two hundred thousand, who nro to mus-

ter a cerlain number of days, ybttrly, for
four yoars; and then to jail back into the

liftscrce of 100,000 men 'ior another four

years; afler which ihey aro discharged

entirely, except in time of war. The
is estimated by' tho Secretary of

W(ir at $500,000 yearly. We have about

two millions of militia men in the United

Slates; all of whom are required to mus-

ter two days in each year; and many of
them, who belong to independent compa-

nies, muster as often as four, five or six
days eich year. Let any man estimate
the cost of this mustering, on tho present
plan, to the peoplo of tho Union, for each

and every year. Count the lime lost by
each man; count tho money expended by
eqch man; consider the time and expense
of officer musters; includo, also, tho courts
of inquiry and courts of appeal held by

tho officers for tho assessment of fines;
add, also, tho tinio and money lost in col

JACKSON AND VAN BUREN.
Extract from Gen. Jarkmn't letter to Mr.

Bryceof Crawfordtville, la., dated Hermitage;
May 9, 184D.

"My relations with Mr. Van Buren continue,at
they were throughout my administration, of tha
most friendly nature. They have, if possible,
been made more cordial, as fur at my feelings era
concerned, by the signal ability and tteadinesa
witn which he hat steered the vessel of state
through the storm which hat of late thraataat4
it . 1 o think of abandoning hnu when he it to
nobly performing hit duty, would be treachery to
republican principles.

AJiDKEW JAUKSUJN.

From tie Nashville Union.
"THE PROSPECT.

"While the feds are niakine such noodles of
themselves over partial return! of elections for
State oflicers in Statet that the Democracy nev-
er claimed, we will just show them how tha
case really stands:

tor ran Buren. Doubtful. For Harmon.- -

Massachusetts 14 Vermont 7 'Kentucky 15
Maine 10 Illinois 5 R. Island 4
N. Hampshire 7 Michigan 3 Connecticut 8
JN. York 42 N Jersey 8 Iiidiana 9
Pennsylvania 30 Maryland 10

Virginia 23 Louisiana 5 IS
N. Carolina 15 Ohio 21
S. Carol ina 11 Delaware 3
Georgia II
Alabama 7
Mississippi 4
Tennesses 15
Arkansas 3
Missouri 4

1!)C

Thit it a liberal scale for whlggery."
Democratic Illinois wishes to be placed iu ttuf

first column. Standard.

DEMOCRATIC MEETING.
On Saturday the 5th day of September next, tt

meeting will be held in Georgetown, Brown
County, Ohio. The Hon. T. L. Hamer, Gen.
J . J. McDowel, T. J. Buchanan, Esqr. and oth
er distinguished gentlemen, will address the meet-

ing. '1 ho friends of truth of every nam ara
requested to attend.

ANDREW ELLISON,
D. G. DEVORE, Committee
1. L. WILSON, of vigilance
WILLIAM McNEAL, and corrctw
SAML. M.BLAIR, pondenee.
JOHN ELLISON,

Aug. 10, 1810.

PROCLAMATION.
TO THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS OP

THE STATE OF OHIO.
W14EBEAS, It is provided by the first section of

the act entitled "an net to provide for the election
of Electors of Prcsidentnnd Vice President of tho
Ucited States," passed Feb. 15th, 1820,'"That
the Governor of this State, sixty days previous
to the time provided by this act for the election
of Electors of President and Vice President of tho
United States, shall, by proclamation, to be in-

serted in one of the nowspapers printed in each
county, in this blaie, where any such paper is
printed, give notice of the time of holding tuch
election, end the number of E'ectors of President
and Vice President, there 10 be chosen."

Therefore, in discharge of the duty required
by the provision of'the albrcsnid net, 1,W1LS0N
SHANNON, Governor op the State of Ohio,
do hereby notify and require thequalifled electors
nf this State, to assemble in their respective
townships at the usual plares designated for hold-

ing elections, OS the Inst FRIDAY, being tha
TillTIETU day of OCTOBER next, and then
nnd there proceed to elect twentv-on- e electors
opPrebident andViok Prerident or the

inpursunnce of the Constitution and
iiiwg ui me uuiieu ctitiHs miu m tnis oiare.

In testimony whereof, I, WILSON SHAN-
NON, Governor of the, State 0 Ohio, have here-

unto subscribed my name, and caused
l. 8. the Great Seal of the State lo be affix-

ed, at Columbus, the 20th day of Au-
gust in the yenrof our Lord, one thousand eight
hundred nnd forty, and in the sixty-fift- h year of
the Independence of tho United States of Amer-

ica. .

By the Governor:
WILSON SHANNON.

William Treyitt,
Secretary of State.

FOR PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES,

MARTIN VAN BUREN.
FOR VICE PRESIDENT,

RICHARD M. JOHNSON.
OHIO ELECTORAL TICKET.

SENATORIAL ELECTORS.
Benjamin Jones, of Wayne county,
Francis A. Ccnninoham, of Preble.

CONGRESSIONAL ELECTORS.

the ignorance of iheir fellow-citizen- s, as to charge
Mr. i'ointett with an attempt to originate tne

m?asi re, when, in truth, he only transferred it te
hit plea from his statute-boo- k, where it bad stood

for forty-sev- years. '
But, in my opinion, me flioicuitiet wnicti De- -

set this subject lie deeper than this. You Kavt

teen that the cmmittees of Lnrttt nave repor-

ted against a reorganization of the militia upon

the principle of classification, and that they have
been virtually tustained m tneir oojeciiont oy

their respective houses. You have seen, also,
that plant embracing the same principle have
been recommended in vain for the last half centu-

ry by VVashingw, ,leferson, Madison, Monroe,
and Jackson men who have always commanded
tnt respnet ofCongross, and whoso measures m

failed to receive itt tupport. Thit may be

in part accounted for by the just repugnance of the
American people to a ttanding military force,

which unavoidably extends itself to large and pro-

tracted encampments even of the militia. Hut
the principal difficulty has undoubtedly arisen
out of the provisions of the Federal Constitution,
relating to this subject. By that instrument, the
power to train the militia is reserved toMie States.
To reduce the number to bo relied upon for active
lervice by classification, might easily be done,

the right to organize is given to Congress

by the Constitution; but the desired efficiency
would not be secured, unless that numbar were
better trained: and to that end it if requisite that
they should be kept together for longor periods of
time than is now practised. To do this without
manifest injustice, provision must b.i made fir
their payment. Kor is it believed that they
would in general be properly instructed and dis-

ciplined, unless they were all called out & received
into the service oi' the United Slates. If this
can be constitutionally dons, the payments may
be made nut of the national treasury. But the
Constitution authorizes the Federal Government
lo call tho militia into service in only three

case?, viz; to execute the laws of tlio
Union, suppress insurrection, and repel invasion.
Not only is the authority to assemble them for
training not granted to Congress, but it is express-
ly reserved to the States. If therefore, the right
to ce II out, or to receive tht militia into the ser-

vice of the (Jo. ted States for tuch a purpose, be
assumed by the Genera Government, it can only
ba under the anthority to provide for discip-
lining the militia; a construction which, to say
the least of it, it extremrly doubtful; for the same
sentence of the Constitution which'reserves to tht
Staiet respectively the authority of training the
militia, directt also that It should be done accor-
ding to the dicipline prescribed by Cougrass, thus
excluding, as it would seem by necessary inference,
the idea that itt authort used the two terms in
the same sense,

Mr. Poinsett reems to have boon more son:;lbly
impressed with this obstacle than his predecessors,
and endeavors to overcome it by placing his chief
reliance on volunteers, and where drafts are ne-
cessary, he proposes that they should be made by
the States themselves. But can the constitution-
al objection be thus avoided! Can Congress ap-
propriate money for objects to which their au-
thority does not extend?

A proposition was made several years since to
meet the objection fully by amending the Const-
itution and giving Congress powei' to provide for
training the militia concurront'y with the Stales,
and to subject them to the rules and regulations lo
which they are by iaw subjected whan in the mil-
itary service of the United States; and to provide
for teaching in the prlmnmchools ami seminaries
of learning throughout the Union, the system of
discipline prescribed for the militia. - The pro-
position does not appear to have found favor eithor
with Congress or with the peoplo.

It is but lately that mynttontion has been par-
ticularly drawn to this subject, and, ns there is
no doubt that the groat men lo whom I havo allu-
ded contemplated an organization of tho militia,
and provisions for its butler instruction,

the principles contained in Mr.
Poinsett's plan, it becomes run, in the face nf so

much apparent nuih(,nty, to hesitate bnforo I pro-
noun definitely Upon its constitutionality. I
shall, I am confident, in the opinion of all candid
minds, hist parlbnn my duty bv relrainini. t" do
so, until it bo'Minoe nee ssary lo act officially in
tho mniter. In t lie mean tiuio, I will content
myse'f with saying that tlio inclination of my
mind is that thH desired measure cannot be wife
ly accomplished, in the form proposed, under tlio
& ouorui vumuitiuwu, us l( HiniKIS.

Having thus givou you the best minions tint 1

have boon ablo to form of tho i nportant sulijerls
in which you ii.ivo caucu my attention, you will,
I hops, allow mo to notice brielly one or two co-
llateral consideration?,

Mr. Poinsett's uncontroverteil account of the
origin and progress of his plun is before you. Ilo
shows that it grew out of the request mu lo of
hint by Ilia (. ominitloe on the Militia of the
House of Itepresentntivrn, nt tho closa of tlio
session before the last, in contemplation of a pos-
sible collision between this country and Great
Britain, and that it was matured and drawn
forth under a call made upon him by the House
at ilia last session. Some surprise has beo:t ex-
pressed, and doubts appear even to be entnrtain- -
ed of tht correctness of his declaration, that the
plan wat not seen by mo, or submitted to my
consideration, bofoio it was communicated to
Congress. Those who take this view of the l,

entirely overlook tho fact, that such is al-

most invariably the casoon nil similar occasions;
and that in replying to calls made upon them
by either branch of the logiflature, the hoa.ls
of Uepartmonts act for Congrats, and uol for the
President; except only on occasions where hiJ
acts aro brought in question. Tho impractica-
bility of pursuinc; n different course, if ovon it
wero otherwise desirable, will lis appreciated,
when it it considered how very numerous theso
calls have rocently been, amounting as they havo
done to iwo hundred anil twenty at a singio ses-
sion, Independently of those made on tlia'Presi.
dent himself, nnd ol letiort from committed, re-

quiring gieal research, aud the preparation ol
voluminous documents. Unfair as theso animad-
versions are thus shown to be, this has not been
even the worst aspect in which ilioy have been
presented. We have been compelled to see,
not, I shniihK think, without shame ami moriiti- -
ce lion on the part of evory ingenious mttul,what.
ever may lie ins political preiiirences, the name!
of respectable citizens subscribed to statements,
that 1 had in my .annual message expressed my
approbation of a plan, which tot only nnver hail
been submitted tolne, but was not even mat ured
until more than three months after tho.me.sns
was sont to Congress; and an attempt to prove
the unfounded assumption by the publication o a
garbled extract from that document, with its true
meaning falsified by the suppression of a material
part Wor was the avowed object of these extra-
ordinary proeesdings less remarkable thn the
acts themselves, being nothing less than an at-
tempt to fix upon me the design nf establishing
a sending army of two hundred thousand men,
mr pouiicai ono personal purpnsos. If I had
been charged with the design of establishing a- -
mongyon,attlie public expense, a menogerieof
two hundred thousand wild beasts, It would not
have surprised me more, nor would 4t, in my
jmigmem, nave uoon one jot more preposterous.

i a noruinaioiy, goiuiemen, muover-sensitiv- e

to attacks of thit character, and have, withal,
an abiding confidence In tho intelligence of the
people, which rendert them proof against, all such
attempt! to deceive them. If I understand my
own feelings, my chief regret In witnsssin suchaa,i:n ..U'.U!.: r . 7.i,..ft...,.j, vAiuuikiutw, arises iroiu a considera-
tion of the opinion, which foreigners, who have
not the isins reasons to respect our political in-
stitution! that wa have, are liktlv to form nftlia
character of our ptople, when they set that con-
spicuous men among ut can promise themselves
sny advantages, from attempts to delude their

s, by means of tuch monstrous ab-
surdities, i This regret it, however, I confess,
materially diminished, by the conviction that
Ui people aill in tht sequel, at they nava here

which, according to his plan, would hfcve

cost nearly two millions of Jollsrs annu

ally. What decent Harrison man, with

such facts before him, can hereafter say

" Standing Amy !" What falsehood will

tha party invent next, for election

eering purposes? Bestir yourselver, gen

tlemen, or you will run out of matter be-

fore the election. '

From, the Cincinnati Advtrtistr and Journal.

THE STANDING ARMY, OF 200,-00- 0

MEN !

We this day publish one of the most

interesting documents ever laid before
the American people the reply of tho

Prosident of tho United States, to cer-

lain interrogations propounded to him by

four respectable citizens of Virginia, up-

on the most important topics of the day,
which we recommend to the particular
attention of our readers', who there will

find that Mr. Van TJuren, with the ut-

most promptitude, expresses his senti-

ments upon those important points. His
"policy" is not that of his competitor, "to
make no declaration of principles for the
public eye, whilst in his present posi- -

ition." His policy is, openly ana fear-

lessly to avow his principles, and to make

declaration of those upon which he will

conduct the government if elected. And
let the people vote or vote not for him, at
the ensuing election, he writes no private
letters to one part of the union in favor of
abolition, and to another part ot it in di-

rect opposition to abolitionism. He does
not confess that he was a member of an
abolition society to one man, and declar-t- o

another that he never was or " till
within a few weeks never knew of the ex-

istence of such societies." He does not,
for months, cajolo the abolitionists, and
impress them with the belief that ho is
Iriendly to their cause, and boast to the
slaveholders that no man, south of Mason
and Dixon's line, has done more for the
cause of slavery. Ho treats all men alike.
His declarations are openly made to all
parties. He skulks not under iucendary
letters that must not be published, but
may bo made any other use of.

Let tlie reader look to tho delicate
manner in which ho alludc3 to his com
petitor, and compare it with the repovt of
that competitor s speec i at Oreenville, m
which he denounces Mr. Van I5nren with
intending to ''add to the regular force, of
the Union, a standings army oj xUU,Uuu
men.

Let the reader compare tho document
presented !o him this day, with the 15ob-nrl- il,

eaoiistical speeches of General
Harrison, replcto with absolute falsehoods
as well as misrepresentations, and then
decide which of the two is bust qualified
for the office they pretend to, and which
best deserves his support at tho election.

i i )

GEN. HARRISON'S STANDING
, ARMY.

I the House of Representatives of
tub United Statkh, February 28, 1S17
Mr. Harrison submitted tho following
proposition ol amendment to tho Consti
tution of tlio United Slates:

" licsolved by the Senate, and House
of Representatives of the. United States
of America in Congress Assembled two

lairds of both houses concurring therein,)
That the following amendment to the
Constitution of tho United States bo pro-

posed to the Legislaiuro of tho several
Slates; which, when ratified by tho

of ihrec-fourth- s of said. States,
shall bo valid, to all intents and purposes,
as a part of (he said Constitution.

Congress shall, concurrently with tho
States, have power to provide for training
the militia, according lo the discipline
prescribe for that purpose, and, whilst
engaged in that service, they shall be
subject to tho rules and regulations pre
scribed for the government of llio militia
when m military service of the United
Slutss; and, also, to provide for teaching,
in the primary schools and other seinitm
ries oflearning in tho several States, the
syslem of discipline prescribed tor the
militia.

Vincennes, March 10, 1800.

Dear Sis: instead of a few days now
appropriated lo training, and the very
lew hours ot those days actually employ
ed, sumo weeks, at least must be devo
ted to the purpose, and the men must be
taught in camps of disciphte, those du
ties, which, representing a faithful image
of actual war, form the best school in
which it can bo taught.

"1 have recommended camps of dis-

cipline for instructing those who are al-

ready capable of bearing arms; but the
career of military insiruction for our
youth should commence as soon as their
mental and bodily powers have acquired
sufficient strength. Professorship of tac-

tics should be established in all our sem-
inaries, and even the amusements of the
children should resemble the gimnasia
of the Greeks.

"It will, no doubt, be urged as a rea-
son for continuing the old plan, that tho
poorer class of our citizens cannot spare
five or six weeks in a year from their
farms to do military duty. 1 know that they
cannot without being paid. But is not
our government ablo to pay them? If
not, they ought to make themselves so,
by laying on additional taxes. . But i am
persuaded that the money which is

to other objects might be more use
fully, and certainly more consistently, de
voted to this purpose. Under our pre-

sent circumstances the six. thousand re
gular troops we hare are very proper; but
I think one hundred thousand disciplined
militia would be better, and the money

turns, exceeds a million and a halfof men,
and probably at this period, amounts to
two millions, the immense ami conscqaemlyop- -

presiive excess of tlifi existing preparatury .mrol-men- t,

be ond the possible wants of the country,
must be nppnrent to all. How tar the existing
organization and laws passed by the States in
pursuance tSareof have prove! successful in

the great object in view, viz : the in
struction and improer.ient ofcitzen soldiers in
military tactics, you are able to jadge for your-

selves. The roauitt were a short time since sum-

med up by the officer before alluded to, in these
emphatic words: It. Isvamlo expect that the
while adult population of the country can, or
will furnish themselves with the articles required
by law i or that their collection, for any number
of days they s an afford to devote to this object,
and under the usual circumstances of such assem-

blages, can produce any beneficial effects to them-

selves or their country. Already, In a number of
the States, the system has sunk under the weight

of public opiniooead the practical question now

is, whether we shall remain in fact defenceless, or
resort io a largs standing military fori-- e in time of
pease, that just dread of all f ee avermnents,
or adopt an efficient plan, which will pmpare for

the public defence the greatest force at t te least
cost, and without dange."

To remedy the evils of the present system, It
has been repeatedly proposed to reorganize the
militia, in such manner as to reduce tha number
of men, who shall be fitted and always ready
to perform the service contemplated by the Con-

stitution, say from the number of two millions to
two hundred thousand, and to pay the latter a
reasonable eompehwiiionf the Nationnl Treasu- -
ry, in order to rcnumerate them for the increased
burden thus imposed upon them. Several plans
to effect thi purposs, have, from time to time,
been submitted to Congress, by successive Secre-

taries of Wsf. commencing with General Knox's,
in 1790, and ending with that of Mr. Pninsott, in
1840. That Mr. Poinsett's is, in several res-

pects, preferable to those which have preceded it,
and is calculated to effect a more equitable die
position of the whole military f:co of the country
than any heretofore presented, eppiars to have
been the opinion of the coininittoes of both I louses
of Congress. The grounds of this preference are
fully set forth in the able reports made by their
respectita chairmen, at the lat soskion, which

have been published, and cxtonaively circulated,
and are stated as follows :

1st'. It extends the pay, for the period occupi-

ed in training, to privates as well as to commis-
sioned and-no- n commissioned officers, to whom it
was limited in the plans nf others. 2nd. It in-

troduces the principle of rotation, by which the
period during which the citizens are engngnd in
training is riiiuiniihcd,and the instruction thy
receive more directly imparled to the mans, and
the hiirdanir as well aj benefits, morj equally
distributed among tho peopla.

3d, In excluding from eitrolninnt all rwhveu
18 ami y(J years of aw, boinj llio pviod of life in
which yonni! men are employed in liuisliin;; (heir
education, inamiiir' a trnile,or studying thn profes

sion by which they ho,ie to 'obtain a livelihood.
In tlieno prelereuces, I concur. In all other ts

tho different plum are understood to bo sub.
stantially tho sama. Tlioy are so wiih regard to
the authority of the ofticnn over thn privates, and
the rules lor the government ofu.ll when called out
fur drill. I hey U propose that the rules should
bo those established for the 'ovomtmnt of the
army. The existing law applies those rules to
the militia, wneit called nun tne service ol tlis
United Nuile nnd has done so lor many ynnrs
past. Mr l o nsett's plan uoos not add a single
penalty or iwv protision. Tlinra enrtainly ex
ists to sntnei'xlenl a prejudice in Ilia public
mind niriinst the application of tha same rigor in
the diciplino of citizon sildiers, who are inly call-

ed out for snort periods of service, as that which
it applied by all nntio.is to those, who imiks arms
a profession. It will be for Congress to decide,
allied by theopinions of exporienuedmilitary men,
whether the diciplino of tits militia, when called
into the service ol tho United irtntes, will admit
of any relaxation. No ono apponrs yet to have
thought su. The rule by which Congress should
bo governed, in my opinion, is to cnnlttr as much
authority as necsssary, t subordination and tin
provement, and to adapt the regulations as far ai
practicable to the ciiarnclor ol tin lorce, anil tho
feelings anil habits of our people. The dii'furent
plans are also alike in requiring the militia to
arm itself. It is true Mr. I'olnnalt contemplate
the eitnblishmont nf depots of arms and aiiiuiiiiious
at the expensoof the federal fiovernnienl, near
the places where thn militia are to muster for

training) but, like all hit predecessors, he propo-
ses to leave in force the prexent law, which makes
it thn duty of every enrollml citizen to be constant,
ly provided with arms, accoutrements, and amu-

nition, at his own expense, This law, it will be
remembered, was parsed under the administration
of (ion. Washington, and was under
that of Mr. JeuVrson. Regarded as ait indication
of the principles ofourCnvernuient, which confides

tho protection of the liberties of the country i nd

the maintenance of public order to the hands of
the fret citizens ol the ICepubhc, it wns honora-
ble to our legislation, and stands in benulilul con-

trast with Hi inati unions of other commies by
which the people, so far from being compelled to
havo arms, are denied the riflil to possess thsm,
and deprived of their use, Hut the utter ineffi-

ciency of this provision of the law to induce the
people to arm themsnlves properly has been fuhy
demonstrated. It is vain to expect, tnys tov.
Cass In tho raport before cited, "that the whole
adult male population of the country can, or will,
furnish Ihemstdvcvos with the articles required by
law." Wherever a military prido ia excited, as
is the case with volunteer associations, the law is
obeyed; but itcauuot, it appovs tome, be ear--
neo into execution witn tlio mass of the militia
without a more rigorous xercis of authority on
the part Ol the Government than is consistent
with the spirit of our Inst tutlons. Mr. Poinsett's
plan proposed to establish depots of arms in the
several States at tha puhlic'exponse, to be
when training, or In actual service by the militia
elected for duty, and at it wns not contemplated

tomusterthe rest of the militia fot discipline, it
will In my judgement be well worthy of soiious
consideration, whether a repeal Of the provisions
of the law which requires the militia to arm them,
elves at their own expense, leaving it to their op.

tion to be so provided or not; and the distribution
nf arms to the full extent that may be necessary
to supply the militia when called into active ser
vice, ought not to constitute a part ! any plait
for tha reorganization of tha militia, bv
which a portion of them ara'to be Instructed at
the expense of the rest. The inclination of mf
own mind would be decidedly In favor or inch a

course. The light In which the existing law,
requiring all who ara enrolled to arm themselves,
it reearried, may be nthered from the fact, that
men of good Handing anJeupposed intelligence In

tht country, aare either been to ignorant of its ex

l, k.t hiicJisiiilnH hv beinff ICli )' in
bands of those by whose Mor they re

produced." f
To this exposition ofmy opinions up-

on the general subject, wew edded some
additional observations, in my letter to
Mr. Williams, already referred- - to. They
were chiefly applicable to "the improve-4Bmnt- ei

r,f ntir imrSort and the removal
niiMinna in1 Ara m iat

dut navigable rivers, for the facility of
our foreign commerce," ana tae nesi
means of chocking the tendency to aou- -

wbich auch armroDriations often pro
duced. To the principles laid down in
the two tmhlieations referred to. I still
adhere, and it has been my endeavor to
carry them into full and tair eltect in tne
swlministrttion ef the Government since
I have been at its head. If they have

been departed from, in respect to any
orka commenced under my aaminuura

tion. I am not advised of it.

la conclusion, you ask me, "whether
1 approve of Mr. Poinsett's scheme for
the organization or miuuar- -

My knowledge of military aaairs is ve-r- ir

mtA t but I will nevertheless eive
yon such views as I have been able to
take or the subject or your inquiry.

The Constitution of the United States
iuthorizee Congress to provide for organ-iisin- g,

arming, and disciplining the mili-t- i.

anil Tor noverninff tliem when in the
service of the United States-Preservi- ng

to the States the appointment of officers

'end the authority to train the militia, ac- -

rnrAino tn the modfl of digciolinO pre
scribed by Congress. "In execution of
this grant of power, uongress, auring me
administration of General Washington,
and upon his recommendation, pussed a
law for the orgnnizatio t of the militia of
the United States. By this net, it ia pro

vided, first, that evory iroe wnue citizen
of the United State, resident therein,
between the ages of fifteen and forty-fiv- e,

wiih some entimoratou exemptions,; nio
tnhn nnrnllad and divided bv the soveral
States into companies, battalions, regi

ments, brigadesfnitu divisions, upon prin-xinl-

iliArnin eAlnbliitliad. and. in like
manner, officered by them, according to

the rules prescriueu oy congress ior
their Dumber and respective

nt 2,1. That the militia thus enrolled
hall be acmed at their own a.tponso. 3d.

That they shall be disciplined according
to the rules approved and established by

Congress, on the 2'.)ih of March, 1770;
end4th. That tho rules for the Govern- -

vice of the United States, (the mannor
end occasions of doing which being poin-

ted out by law,) shall be the same rules
and articles of war, as are provided fur

the Government of the troops of the Unir

ted States.
Tim nrnvislon of llio act of 1792.

which obliges evory citizen duly enrolled
to be "constantly provmca win arms, ac
coutrements,and ammunition," was re-J- tv

acted during tho administration of Mr
Jeflorson. and so much of that act as es
mhlialiod the discipline and regulations of
Baron Steuben was subsequently repeal
mA and the system of disciiiliuo and ex

rcisesofthe regular army was adopted
K iKa mililia. Theao additional rtrovis- -

4ons, with occasional acts respecting the
appointment ol the omcors oyino states,
end changing tho regulations concerning

h rt and subsistence of tho militia.
,when in the actual service of the United
States; and the preparation and distribu-
tion nf a avitem of tactics, constitute ev
ery material part of tho legislation of
Congress upon tne suoject ot tne iunitia
eince the establishment ot tne uovern
mAff

The organization of tho militia thus
jestabluned Has neon in lorco nearly iiiiy
jears. It varies in many essential par
ttAii'mra fYrtm that recommended bv (Sen.

Washington, and has been regarded ever
miura iia adontinn. as defective in an em

inent degree, as well by the successive
PrjaMm of the United States, as bv ell

. urliote habits of life and
"V IIIVI - j
.....innihai nf nnraonsl observation nave

7. .

Jittod them to form sound opinions upon
tt. a auhidrr. It iniuroveinent was there
fore an object of unceasing and anx ous
solicitude on the part of General Wash-

ington, and almost every successive Pres-t,i,.-

nmmnnpffl bin career with c.tllinij V4 u a

tho attention of Congress to the subject,
end closed it witn expressions 01 regret
that these recommendations naa proveu

HiniT. General Cass when Secre
tary of War, stated, in su official report,

t a at m atlhmi hid Pioen nrpnonrpn mr
Illaw ill 19 DUUjUVt vwtsi ftvwww
consideration uo leas tnan tuirty-on- e umes
in ofScial Executive communications,
commencing with the inaugural address
of Preident Washington.

The principal objections io the present
ysiera appear 10 arise now mo great

eanecessary exieni 01 uie euroimem 01

the raiiititbeld to actual service, ana wno
are required to muster and do duty a

frra the want of adequate means or in-

ducements toseeure a proper instruction;
I j retsos ( which this heavy tax is net

1st District, John II, Gerard,
2nd ." James B. Cameron,
3d " Christopher Sroufe,
4th " Nathan Kelly,
fth " James Cole,
Oth " William Skinner,
7th " John A. Fulton,
8th " Geoige W. Sharp,
9thi " Daniel Karshner,

10th " ' John P. Harnbleton,
11th " Samuel Smith, ,

12th " Calvin Ackley,
lSlh " James lloafcland,
14lh " Ephraim Wood,
15th " Joseph Lewis,
ifith " John Sherman,
17th " William Deford,
18th " Matlhias.Sheplar,
19th " James Simeral.

lecting tho fines, &,c and we venture
to assert, that the loss to tho nation is
not less than threo millions of dollars an-

nually. Mr. Poinsett's plan would cost
half a million. Jlere, then, is two mil-

lions and a half aved to the nation annu-

ally. What is gained in point of milita-

ry knowledgo, to tho nation, by the pre-

sent system? Nothing nt all. What
would be gained by a classification and
instruction such ai hns been recommend-b- y

all our Republican Presidents, from
Washington to Vaii Buren? A well or-

ganized forco of two hundred thousand
freernon, rendy.at a inomenl's warning, to
rally to the standard f their country aud
defend us against all foroign invaders, un-

til othors could be brought out and in-

structed in their duty and prepared to
lake their places in the line, for the pur-
pose of relieving these Militia Teterans.

Let us hear no more Federal slang
about a standing Army1, Go and read the
facts as given' in the 'public documents;
nd remember that in condemning Mr.

Van Buren you aro Condemning the Fath-
er of his country and tlio best patriots of
the Revolution; nay, ylu are) condemn-
ing tho great certified Hero1 of Tippe-
canoe himself. He not only proposed
the same thing; but wanted to amend the
Constitution of the United States; so
that the President could sfend officers to
all tho school houses, academics, col-

leges in tho Union, to teadH
"

the little
boy's, mililia tactics. This Us ato be
done at tha expense of ihej nation y, be- -

n .
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